
 

 

Memo 

July 1, 2014 

To:  Kara Dorris 

  Professor of Technical Writing 

From:  Grace Durant 

  Brooks Conner 

  Ryan Heckart 

Subject: Feasibility report for the best one subject notebook at the Walmart off 

University in Denton. 

We are pleased to submit the accompanying report, “Best one subject notebook at the 
Walmart off University in Denton: A Feasibility Report,” in response to your request 
(the assignment). The report examines notebooks option found at Walmart off 
University in Denton.   

For the report, we examined three options for one subject notebooks offered at the 
Walmart off University: 5 Star notebook, Exceed notebook, and Generic-brand 
notebook. We use the criteria of price, weight and page count. Based on our 
examination, we recommend the 5 Star notebook option as the best pick.  

If you have any questions, please call me at (940) 555-5555. 
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Executive Summary 

We have investigated the feasibility of buying either the Generic-brand 
notebook, the 5 Star notebook, or the Exceed notebook for the typical college 
student.  Because the generic-brand notebook is the cheapest in both price per 
weight and price per page, we have determined that the generic-brand notebook 
has the greatest value despite having fewer pages. 

The Walmart on University Drive is close to both UNT and TWU and is easily 
accessible by public and private transportation.  Anybody looking to acquire 
cheap notebooks for their classes can go to Walmart and acquire each notebook 
for the price of $0.25. 

 
I recommend purchasing the 70-page, generic-brand notebook from Walmart if 
you are looking for a cheap, durable notebook. 
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Introduction 

Denton students who attend college are constantly required to buy new spiral 
notebooks for the dozens of class hours required to graduate.  In our feasibility 
report, we have determined which one-subject spiral notebook has the greatest 
value based on price, weight, and page count. 

 
We ran a stress test on our pool of notebooks to narrow our options down to the 
top three.  The stress test involved spilling water on top of the notebooks, 
running them over with a car, and throwing them around.  The top three spirals 
that endured the stress test were:  

 
Option 1: 5 Star notebook 
Option 2: Generic-brand notebook 
Option 3: Exceed notebook 

 
In the report that follows, we examine these options and recommend the spiral 
with the highest value based on how heavy it is, what the cost is, and how many 
pages you get in each spiral.  

 

 

Methods for Evaluating the Options 

In order to support our recommendation, we evaluated the feasibility of each 
option using three criteria: 

 The cost of the spiral notebook 

 The weight of the Notebook 

 The number of pages 

To gather the information for the evaluation, we went to the Walmart on 
University Drive and bought all of the one-subject, 8.5x11 inch, wide-ruled 
spirals.  Once we bought our samples, we had the spirals endure a stress test, 
and the top three that were not completely destroyed were picked as the most 
feasible selections.  First, we recorded the cost of the spiral notebook from the 
receipt.  Then, we weighed the three notebooks and recorded their weight.  Last, 
we recorded the number of pages contained within the notebook. 

 

Results of the Evaluation 

In order to determine the feasibility of purchasing spiral notebooks, we 
evaluated the three options based on price, weight, and page count. 

 

Notebooks Price Weight in ounces Page Count 
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5 Star  $1.97 13.5 100 

Generic-brand $0.25 7.0 70 

Exceed $2.47 13.0 100 

 
In order to determine which notebook has the highest value, we have to 
determine price per weight in ounces as well as price per page. 

 
 
 

Notebooks Price per page Price per weight in 
ounces 

5 Star $0.019 $0.146 

Generic-brand $0.004 $0.036 

Exceed $0.025 $0.190 

  
Option 1: 5 Star notebook 
While the 5 Star notebook is the cheapest notebook for 100 pages, but you still 
pay approximately five times more per page than the generic-brand notebook.  
Of all three options, the 5 Star brand is the heaviest.  Because the 5 star is cheaper 
than the Exceed notebook but more expensive than the Generic-brand, the 5 star 
notebook is the middle option. 

 
Option 2: Generic-brand 
The generic brand is the lightest, cheapest, but has the least amount of pages.  
However, despite having the fewest pages, the price per page as well as the price 
per ounce is significantly cheaper than any of the other options.  The generic-
brand notebook is the most feasible of the three options. 

 
Option 3: Exceed notebook 
The Exceed notebook is the most expensive of all three notebooks, and is about 
the same weight as the 5 star.  The Exceed notebook is the least feasible of the 
three options.  

    

Recommendation 

Because Option 2 is the cheapest page for dollar, and weighs the least we 
recommend it as the best choice for college students looking on a budget. For the 
price of the Exceed notebook a student could buy 9 of the Generic Brand 
notebooks, with 630 pages and 63 ounces. 5 Generic notebooks would be 
sufficient for one semester at $1.25 and 35 ounces, just over two pounds making 
it both the most affordable and an entirely reasonable carrying weight. 


